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depends in some manner on the Stadtliolder, who chooses
those sheriffs, I know not how we can depend upon the
future system of that city.

It is for such reasons that I cannot understand why.it
should not be 'for our interest to bring these disputes to
a conclusion, if we do not wish to annul the Stadthold-
ership, which cannot be annulled without giving birth to
foreign and domestic convulsions. And is it possible we
should wish for war? We ought not, doubtless, to suf-
fer the family of the Stadtholder to remain possessed of
legislative power, in the three provinces of Guelderland,
Utrecht, and Over-Yssel, by what is called the rules of
the regency; for this, added to the same prerogative in
the provinces of Zealand and Groningen, inclines the
balance excessively in his favor. Neither can it be
doubted but that the power of the Stadtholder ought
to be subservient to the legislative power of the States.
It is of equal importance to our system, or rather to the
regular system of foreign politics, that the legislative
power of the States should be directed and maintained
by the uniform influence of the people. But the preten-
sions and passions of individuals, and the private inter-
ests of the members of an aristocracy, have, in all
countries, too often been supposed the public interest;
which is peculiarly true here, where the union of the
Seven Provinces was formed in troublesome times, and
by the effect of chance, since the people did not think
of erecting a republican government till the sovereignty
had first been refused by Prance and England. Hence
it resulted that the regents and the people never were
agreed concerning the limitation of their rights and re-
ciprocal duties. The regents have necessarily labored to
render themselves independent of the people; and the
people, supposing themselves absolute, since they never
consigned over the sovereignty to the regents, nor have
had any interest to support them, have on all critical
occasions counteracted their attempts This was the ori-
gin of the Stadtholder party, and that of fluctuation
which has happened between the despotic will of an in-
dividual, the perfidious tergiversations of the wavering,
the feeble aristocratical colleges, and the impetuosity of the Duke
